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The Making of the Atomic BombI first read The Making of the Atomic Bomb, by Richard Rhodes in

1997, ten years after its first publication. Reading the account of the development of the most

destructive war weapon ever to be created in 1997, I was already aware that Rhodes had received

the 1987 National Book Award, the 1988 Pulitzer Prize for General Nonfiction, and the 1988

National Book Critics Circle Award for General Nonfiction. So at the time, I knew I was about to take

an 800-page journey through the science, the scientists, the historical and political need for such a

weapon, and an insight into the thoughts, values and difficult moral and ethical dilemmas highly

recognized scientists had to face should their work was successful.Of course we know from history

the first test atomic bomb, called Trinity, was exploded in the New Mexico desert on July 16, 1945.

On August 6, an atomic bomb was dropped on the Japanese city of Hiroshima. 3 days later, another

atomic bomb was dropped on the Japanese city of Nagasaki. On August 14, 1945, Japan agreed to

an unconditional surrender to the Allies, thus ending World War II.Reading this book again recently,

I thoroughly enjoyed Rhodesâ€™ ability to capture the twists and turns of an era in our

not-so-distant past that propelled government, science and industry to muster the enormous

resources of a nation in order to weaponise the theoretical possibilities of nuclear reactions.For me,

one of the standouts of this book is Rhodesâ€™ detailed account of the countless scientists whose

work eventually culminated in the making of the first atomic bomb.
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